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spellsWith The Scapegoat our general
discussion of the theory and practice of the
Dying God is brought to a conclusion. The
aspect of the subject with which we are
here chiefly concerned is the use of the
Dying God as a scapegoat to free his
worshippers from the troubles of all sorts
with which life on earth is beset. I have
sought to trace this curious usage to its
origin, to decompose the idea of the Divine
Scapegoat into the elements out of which it
appears to be compounded. If I am right,
the idea resolves itself into a simple
confusion between the material and the
immaterial, between the real possibility of
transferring a physical load to other
shoulders and the supposed possibility of
transferring our bodily and mental ailments
to another who will bear them for us. When
we survey the history of this pathetic
fallacy from its crude inception in savagery
to its full development in the speculative
theology of civilized nations, we cannot
but wonder at the singular power which the
human mind possesses of transmuting the
leaden dross of superstition into a glittering
semblance of gold. Certainly in nothing is
this alchemy of thought more conspicuous
than in the process which has refined the
base and foolish custom of the scapegoat
into the sublime conception of a God who
dies to take away the sins of the
world.Along with the discussion of the
Scapegoat I have included in this volume
an account of the remarkable religious
ritual of the Aztecs, in which the theory of
the [pg vi]Dying God found its most
systematic and most tragic expression.
There is nothing, so far as I am aware, to
shew that the men and women, who in
Mexico died cruel deaths in the character
of gods and goddesses, were regarded as
scapegoats by their worshippers and
executioners; the intention of slaying them
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seems rather to have been to reinforce by a
river of human blood the tide of life which
might else grow stagnant and stale in the
veins of the deities. Hence the Aztec ritual,
which prescribed the slaughter, the roasting
alive, and the flaying of men and women in
order that the gods might remain for ever
young and strong, conforms to the general
theory of deicide which I have offered in
this work. On that theory death is a portal
through which gods and men alike must
pass to escape the decrepitude of age and to
attain the vigour of eternal youth. The
conception may be said to culminate in the
Brahmanical doctrine that in the daily
sacrifice the body of the Creator is broken
anew for the salvation of the world.
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