The Government of God

The Government of God by John M.
Taylor One of the Twelve Apostles of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. It was Elder Taylors intention to
superintend the publishing of The
Government of God in person, previous to
his departure for Great Salt Lake City last
spring; but the numerous cares attending
the French and German Missions, of which
he was President; the translation of the
Book of Mormon into the French and
German languages; the establishment of
LEtoile du Deseret at Paris, and Zions
Panier at Hamburg; together with a
multitude of other business connected with
the welfare of the Kingdom of God,
rendered it impossible. The manuscript
was therefore handed to me by Elder
Taylor, with a request to superintend the
printing of the work, which I have done to
the best of my ability. Considering the
disadvantages arising from the Authors
absence during the reading of the proofs, I
believe it is as correctly rendered, as was
possible from a manuscript copy. The
Work is now before the Public, and from
one portion at least it will meet with a
cordial reception, treating as it does upon
the theme most dear to their heartsthe
Reign of Righteousness and Peace. From
other portions it will meet with varied
reception, but will nevertheless lead the
minds of all to contemplate the glory of
that time when the Messiah, even Jesus,
shall come with all his holy angels, and sit
upon the throne of his glory, and govern all
nations upon earth. The Kingdom of God
is the government of God, on the earth, or
in the heavens. The earth, and all the
planetary systems, are governed by the
Lord; they are upheld by his power, and are
sustained, directed, and controlled by his
will. We are told, that by him were all
things created that are in heaven, and that
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether
they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers; all things were
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created by him, and for him: and he is
before all things, and by him all things
consist.[A] Collos. i. 16, 17. If all things,
visible and invisible, are made by and for
him, he governs and sustains all worlds to
us known, together with the earth on which
we live. If he governs them, they are under
his dominion, subject to his laws, and
controlled by his will and power.
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